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Valley Central hopes to do the No Child Left 

 Behind act one, or two, better 
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So effectively that the district is now developing its own testing and accountability systems to internally measure performance. Translation: Valley Central thinks it can do what the feds and the state do, only better and faster.

School districts across the country are dabbling with the concept. Valley Central hired a consultant from the Center for Performance Assessment in Colorado to get the ball rolling. Since January, an impossibly patient, ultra-efficient woman in a power suit, aka consultant Connie Kamm, has coached an army of 40 teachers, administrators, board members and parents through the design of their own comprehensive accountability plan.

That may sound tedious and dry, but the plan tosses all stakeholders together to decide how best to create standards, judge performance and levy sanctions at their schools. It's like NCLB, done the district's way.

Every member of the Accountability Task Force has equal leverage. "We have some teachers (on the task force) who are among the greatest thinkers in the district," said Hooley, "and they're not afraid to disagree with me."

When the plan is finished, by the start of the next school year, Valley Central will have an in-house system for measuring expectations and achievement in every department.

The system is designed to keep working as years pass and Valley Central employees come and go. In the past, studies like this were one-time documents, said Deputy Superintendent John Hunter. "If you had a change in leadership, a change in superintendents or building principals, the whole thing went out the window."

The program will cost $60,000 the first year; half of that will be funded by the federal government.

Kamm said the system "builds in reflection, resilience and renewal."  "Now Valley Central owns this process," she said, "and I can step away."
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Montgomery — They still have no love for No Child Left Behind, but five years into the grueling performance-driven federal education legislation, the Valley Central School District thinks it's found a way to spin the system in its favor.





It's all about the data, said Superintendent Richard Hooley: "NCLB has helped us learn to use data more effectively."





The Accountability Task Force will come up with an in-house plan for measuring expectations and achievement in every department in the Valley Central School District.THR/DOMINICK FIORILLE
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